
Leadership Link 

Dear friend 
 
Last year I had a strange experience.  As I was driving my car a very well 
known church leader in this country, leading one of the fastest growing 
churches, called me on my mobile.  He asked if he could run by me his  
sermon for Sunday and what did I think of his various points, as he was 
speaking on an area where I had some expertise.  We had a great chat but 
afterwards I was profoundly provoked.  I cannot remember another phone 
call like that in 30 years of leadership and, sadly, neither have I made too 
many myself. 
 
What’s the point, you ask.  The point is this, that here is a man of great 
ministry and experience and yet he always wants to learn more, is always 
eager to glean from others and maybe this accounts for why he is so  
profound and successful himself. 
 
Like many of you, I have mixed feelings about going to conferences but 
sometimes it is just a part of our necessary learning processes; the  
interaction, the conversation in a corridor or indeed the input from the front 
can be just what we need to inspire us. 
 
So I want to take this opportunity to unashamedly recommend to you our 
own Leadership Symposium on 18th and 19th June here in Harpenden.  This 
year we have two new speakers who I think both have something significant 
to say to us.  One is Paul Reid who leads one of the biggest cell-based 
churches in the United Kingdom based in Belfast.  He is a man who is able 
to take his success and put it into principles learnt that can be transferred to 
any church whether we are 30 people or 500 people.  As you can imagine 
he has built this church in the midst of all the difficulties of Northern Ireland 
and it is a church that has always aspired to being cross cultural, reaching 
out, caring for the needy, being missional. There is much that Paul will en-
courage us with. 
 
Secondly, Jeff Fountain, who is the European Director of YWAM, is going to 
speak.  Jeff leads the HOPE network in Europe which is a network of church 
leaders and professionals from every denomination and grouping, thinking 
how we can impact Europe.  Jeff is that rare person who is a genuine  
intellectual, well read, well researched, has given his life to thinking about 
Europe and what it takes to reach Europe but he is also a communicator  
and a great speaker, very inspirational.  In the Cell movement we are trying 
to think of our wider European responsibilities.  As yet, this is something that 
is just a tiny part, if we are honest, of our conferences and what we do, but 
slowly but surely a number of you are involved in helping churches in 
Europe and I think this is a dream that could break down the barriers  
between our Island and mainland Europe and we could learn together.   
Our continent is the only continent where the church is not growing.   
More insight will help us all. 
 
On top of this we will interact, pray and talk together.  So come and join us 
and many others as we learn and grow together. I am sure you will be 
blessed and look forward to seeing many of you there. 
 
Yours for His Kingdom 
 
Laurence  
 

Equipping Leaders to Lead 
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A 3 Day Residential Training Course for 

Church Leaders  

�����������������
����������	�
�������
�	���

���������	���	��������	����
���	���
��������������

 
 

Includes  
· Church Design and Values 
· Value Based Discipleship 
· Equipping everyone 
· Materials for Discipleship 
· Prayer in the life of a Cell Church 
· Understanding Change 
· How Evangelism looks today 
· Steps in Network Evangelism 
· Training Cell Leaders 
· The Theology of Cell 
 

www.celluk.org.uk or 01582 463232  
for info & booking 

Leaders’ Symposium 
 

18th-19th June 2008 
 

Our speakers this year include: 

Ben Wong, Pastor of Shepherd  
Community Church, Hong Kong. 

www.celluk.org.uk or 01582 463232  
for info & booking 

Jeff Fountain, Director of YWAM Europe 
one of the foremost thinkers on the 
church in Europe. 

Paul Reid, Senior Pastor of Christian 
Fellowship Church, Belfast.  

Last minute places available 

Sowing 
Reaping 
Keeping

£6.99

The essential book on 
people sensitive 

evangelism. 
This is the new 

updated version with 
extra chapters and 
current thinking 


